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Abstract

In Miyakojima of Okinawa, the number of foreign tourists who used cruise ships in
recent years has increased rapidly, and the way of tourism industry in the island is
changing drastically. The question of this paper is "How will the local community change
due to rapid international tourism"? The method uses a literature survey, interview survey,
and participation observation. The interview was sent to the Tourism Association of

Miyakojima, tourism agents (taxi and rental car companies), local residents, and tourists.
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Results of the survey regarding the beginning of Miyakojima cruise ship tourism, a change
in the form of tourism companies, the responses of local residents, and the characteristics
of Miyakojima from the viewpoint of tourists, etc. were found. Problems to be solved are
the problems of rapid international tourism and the problem of mismatching with the
local community in Miyakojima as it is forced to change from local rules to national rules
because of the flow of tourism there. Miyakojima has chosen the path of international
tourism as the region declines due to the declining birthrate and aging Japanese society.
Through international tourism, new industries and employment are also born. In this
paper, we conclude that the community in Miyakojima will be transformed by international

tourism, and it must be a successful case of international tourism on a small island.
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