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Intervention by the US and Japanese governments over
direct election of
the Chief Executive of Ryukyu Government
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Abstract

The United States announced the direct election of the Chief Executive of Ryukyu
government in February, 1968.The winning of the election was positioned as a symbol of the
expansion of the autonomy right that Okinawa residents requested under US administration.
The Japanese and US governments aimed for winning conservative candidates by intervening
in the CE election and the Legislative election at the same time.

This paper analyzed the election intervention of Japan and the United States indirectly and
directly.

Indirect intervention is the development of the atmosphere by Japan and the United States
that conservative candidates are advantageous. Japan-United States Consultative Committee
on Okinawa was used for this meeting. Since Okinawa was eliminated, there were benefits easy
to talk informally between Japan and the United States.

The Direct intervention is that Japan and the United States had personal and financial
implications. In this paper, I first consider the process of injecting secret funds by Liberal
Democratic Party. Secondly, I consider the process of utilizing High Commissioner’ s Fund

and supporting of US military for civilian activities.

Keywords : Direct election of the Chief Executive of Ryukyu Government, Intervention, High
Commissioner’s Fund, Japan-United States Consultative Committee on Okinawa,
Nishime Plan
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