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A study on practice of the class based on
“storytelling” and “stories”.
—Focus on life-history interview about “Disability principle class”
participants of the Okinawa University—
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Abstract

This paper attempts to reveal a practice of “Disability principle class” by means of life- history
interview about participants of the class.

Person with disabilities was invited to the class as a guest speaker to tell their life- history in
the interview held by students. The main part of the class was composed of students’ listening
to the person with disabilities.

Along with the progress of this class, students began to talk about their own life-history.
Listening and talking about life-history with receptive and responsive atmosphere gave the
students another perspective about disability. Some students even changed the meaning of their
experience in the past.

On the other hand, on campus communities of students with disabilities are important,
together with supporting activities for them and substantial support systems of the university.
It is also important for the students with disabilities to tell their life-history, because storytelling
makes their university life more comfortable to live.

In this way, it became clear that “Disability principle class” exists as “Narrative community”
based on “storytelling” and “stories”, and so did the possibility of narrative focusing class.

It 1s still an issue how to connect the transformation of individual “stories” to that of social
“stories”. It is desirable to create “Narrative community ” in the various local communities

based on the practice in the university.
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