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The Present and Future of Tourism in Okinawa's Remote Islands during the COVID-19 pandemic

: Comparison with Overseas Beach Resorts
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to understand the present situation and predict the future of
tourism in the remote islands of Okinawa during the COVID-19 pandemic, using interviews
and fieldwork. The survey sites are Zamami Village, Miyako Island, and Ishigaki Island
in Okinawa Prefecture. The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on tourism in the remote
islands of Okinawa and the current situation are assessed. We also investigate the state of
tourism in urban areas and rural areas in Japan. In addition, we will introduce and compare
tourism and COVID-19 measures in Thailand’s famous beach resorts of Koh Samui and
Phuket, and Oahu, Hawaii, USA. The conclusion is that the measures against COVID-19

infection will be greatly eased in 2023, so that tourism in the remote islands of Okinawa
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Prefecture will probably return to around 2018 or 2019 levels.
Keywords: Okinawa,Tourism in the remote islands, pandemic of COVID-19, beach resort,

infection control
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