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Summary
This article discusses “Tomari” (In Ryukyuan, it is called “T'wumai”), the predecessor of
Tomari-village, during the Ancient-Ryukyu period (from around the 11th century to 1609),
including its relationship with surrounding areas and remote islands.
First, regarding “Tomari” in the Ancient-Ryukyu period, it is unclear when it became

independent from the surrounding areas Ameku and Asato due to a lack of historical
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materials, so we defined the area including parts of Ameku and Asato as “Tomari.”

Next, the formation of “Tomari” was discussed in two periods: from the mid-13th century
to the end of the 14th century, and the second half of the 15th century. Regarding the former
period, it is pointed out that Ameku may have functioned as a port area, and regarding the
latter period, it is pointed out that the construction of the Chokotei had a major impact on
“Tomari.”

The development of “Tomari” was then specifically examined from the dates of establishment
of Tomari-udwun and Oshimagura, the duties of Tomari-Shatonushi (Lord of “Tomari”) and
Tomari-Oamoshirare (Shaman of “Tomari”), and the characteristics of Tomari-officials. As a
result, it became clear that all of these had deep ties with the Amami Islands.

The image of “Tomari” that emerged through this examination was that of a region
connected to the surrounding areas of Ameku, Asato, Aja, and Mekaru, and an internal port
open to the Amami Islands and Miyako Island. In particular, the Amami Islands became a
direct territory of the Satsuma Domain in 1624, but it was discovered that they influenced

Okinawa Island through “Tomari” during the Ancient-Ryukyu period.
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