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United Nations-Okinawa Relations: From viewpoints of
Human Rights, Indigenous People and Self-Determination
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Abstract

The task of the United Nations is to keep peace, protect human rights and expand autonomy.
The Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights are broadly
recognized standards to achieve these goals.

Okinawa was under the US military government from 1945 to 1972. Even after the 1972
reversion of Okinawa, it was the location of a large presence of US military and Japanese
Defense Forces. In such a social and political environment, human rights and autonomy were
limited by the US and Japanese governments.

The purpose of the paper is to examine how Okinawans have applied the goals and
functions of the United Nations to promote social and political movement from 1945 to today.
Furthermore, the paper attempts, using the case of Okinawa, to redefine the role of the UN
today, especially in light of the current perception of its decreased role and influence.
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