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Sexual Diversity in Okinawa Prefecture Schools:
Based on a Basic Survey Targeting Teachers and Staff

Maiko YOSHIKAWA

It has been identified that there are students of sexual minorities in schools who have fallen into a
maladaptive state because of traditional education and discriminatory behavior in their surroundings.
Educational challenges not only considering students but also the approach toward “sexual diversity”
exist. A survey targeting 287 teachers and staff in Okinawa Prefecture was conducted for arriving at
an understanding of the actual conditions and current challenges. Results demonstrated the following
aspects: (a) more than 70% of the students had not met sexual minority students; (b) less than 10% had
any experience in learning about “sexual diversity” in teacher-training institutes or training sessions; (c)
5.1% had discussed “sexual diversity” in class; (d) even teachers and staff sometimes used discriminatory
remarks; and (e) while more than 20% of the schools made some accommodation regarding appellations,
name lists, and health examinations, those that “did not make any accommodation” and “did not
understand” constituted 60% of the total. For the future, it is important to establish opportunities to study
practical knowledge in class and implement training that empowers the whole school through the youth
and school nurses who are highly sensitive to “diversity.” In addition, it is essential to gain a further

understanding of the actual conditions by increasing the number of subjects.

Keywords: Sexual Diversity, Sexual Minority, LGBTQ, School Education, Okinawa



