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“Commission” by “Omission” in the Oil Stockpiling Tank Construction:
Controversy over the Theory of “Peace Industry”
in Okinawa during the Reversion Period
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Reformist political parties’ theory of “regional democracy” and “municipal reform” have
failed to establish citizens/residents as agents organizing a movement against progressive
local governments’ development projects, thus exposing the contradictory relationship between
the “local government” and the protesting “residents” (Michiba, 2002). During the reversion
period in Okinawa the Kin Bay Struggle organized against the reformist Yara prefectural
government in their opposition to CTS and construction of oil stockpiling tank, sharing with
other anti-development protest movement throughout Japan during the latter half of the 1960s
this framework of residents resisting municipal reform.

Former Okinawan Governor Chobyo Yara, prefectural authorities, reformist administrative
parties, labor unions and others promoted oil tank construction as part of the “peace
industry,” the alternative to the military-base-dependent economy. These “peace industry”
promoters began making statements against the oil tank construction projects when they saw
oil leak accidents and environmental pollution at the operating oil tanks in the eastern coast
of Okinawa Island. However, the progressive local government and reformist political parties
continued to be in conflict with the residents’ organization of Kin Wan o Mamoru Kai (or the
Kin Bay Protection Society), and colluded passively to the Okinawa Mitsubishi Coporation’s
construction of oil tanks.

This paper examines the discussion of oil tank construction promoted by the “peace
industry” advocates, such as Governor Yara, reformist parties and other labor unions of
Okinawa from the middle of 1973. It also explores the statements of the reformist parties
and organizations, including the proceedings of the Okinawa Prefectural Assembly and the
commentaries of the governor and other officials.
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