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Changes to Community in Okinawan Society
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Abstract
Residents and administration in Okinawa are united in their concern for social problems,
such as low birthrate and increased longevity, solitary death, abuse, and the consequences of
disasters. Naha, the capital of Okinawa Prefecture, is tackling the development of a structure
that aims at a business solution.
When examining such a community, it is considered important to explore its history,
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which residents have accumulated as the main subject of business solution development.
Consequently, we conducted a process of listening comprehension with long-time residents of
Naha, who were similar and came the life in piles in passage Naha,and clarified the changes
that had occurred in the community.

Our research reveals that while several communities with a rich heritage existed, each
community experiences reduction and integration, and decline because of societal changes, such
as urbanization, and low birthrate and increased longevity. Moreover, because there is no point
of contact between communities, they are unable to support each other. It is only a third party
intervention that connects the communities into a mutually supportive relationship.

Furthermore, when the children growing under the watchful eyes of the adults of the area
become adults themselves, they watch over the generation that follows.
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