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One aspect of Okinawan Theatre in terms of Feminist Theory:
Viewed in Kumiodori “Chuko Fujin” (The Lady of Loyal Piety)
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What would come out if we see the Okinawan theatre from the feminist theory? This paper
analyses the longest Kumiodori, a vengeance story Chuko-fujin (The Lady of Loyal Piety)
in terms of feminism view point. As for the feminism, there're lots of theories, yet to some
extent, in this paper I applied Su-Ellen's well known feminist theory demonstrated in feminism
and theatre. This classic feminist theory is very useful to look into Okinawan theatre general.

The Kumiodori The Lady of Loyal Piety, created and performed by the male Samurai in the
18™and 19" centuries for the envoys from Shin dynasty in the kingdom of Ryukyus, has been
appreciated in the modern period of Okinawa after the abolition of the kingdom: annexation
by Meiji Japan, and it has revealed the same phenomena of the world theatre. Some specific
views to build up Okinawan feminism/feminist ethnography and feminism movement are also
suggested in this paper.
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Based on Su-Ellen Case's feminist theory of feminism and theatre, this paper analyzes
Okinawan Kumiodori Chuko fujin (The Lady of Loyal Piety). In a sense as it was created
and performed by men, it just identifies the theatre history of the West from the Greek to
Shakespearean period, and the early modern period. Also as it is well known that Kumiodori
was influenced from Japanese Noh, Kabuki, and Kyogen, which have been created and
performed in the male-dominated society and cultural values, the male dominance has been
penetrated till the present. In about 90 classic and new Kumiodori, more than 50 of them are
vengeance stories. Among those vengeance ones, Chuko-fujin was one of the most popular
ones in the early modern period in Okinawa. The reason was due to an appealing text, bravery
of Samurai's wife, dialogues between female main figure Utudaru and Lord Tancya and his
feudatory manner. The attraction of rhetoric was resulted from Lord's sexuality toward
Utudaru and her way of putting a gloss on his coerce approach to find some means to save a
trapped young load. However, Utudaru was an ideal female of the kingdom while representing
samurai's alter ego, on its patriarchy system and still coronal body.

When we see Utudaru's agency and agent in terms of feminist theory, she is just a fictional
figure, not a real one. At that time the kingdom had owned the treasure courters 7Tuji and
Nakashima as her national valued function. Though women had been excluded from social
and cultural lives of performance, courtesans called Juri/zuri stood in front of warriors of
Satsuma and attendants from Shin dynasty. Okinawan feminism theory shouldn't over look
that in this divided female social system, Kumiodori was created and performed by men. Juri/
zuri danced and sang songs together with those men, and this fact should be well considered
when we try to reestablish Okinawan feminism: feminist ethnography and gender ethnicity.
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As a result of the suppression of real women, the culture invented its own
representation of the gender, and it was this fictional ‘woman’ who appeared on
stage, in the myths and in the plastic arts, representing the patriarchal values
attached to the gender while suppressing the experiences, stories, feelings and
fantasies of actual women. The new feminist approach to these cultural fictions

distinguishes this ‘woman’ as a male-produced fiction from historical women,
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insisting that there is little connection between the two categories. Within theatre
practice, the clearest illustration of this division is in the tradition of the all-
male stage. ‘Woman' was played by male actors in drag, while real women were
banned from the stage. This practice reveals the fictionality of the patriarchy’
s representation of the gender. Classical plays and theatrical conventions can now
be regarded as allied in the project of suppressing real women and replacing them
with masks of patriarchal production.
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