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Study of the Significance of “Indications Creating Misconception about Place of Origin,
Quality or Other Characteristics” under the Unfair Competition Prevention Act § 2-1-13:
In the Aftermath of Judgment in the Minsa Weave Case
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The judgment of the second instance held that sales indicating minsa weave or similar,
which an ordinary consumer would perceive as having been woven in Okinawa
Prefecture constituted unfair competition causing misconception about the place of origin
and content of the defendant’'s product as prescribed by § 2-1-13 of the Unfair
Competition Prevention Act, and, as this infringed upon the plaintiff’s business interests,
the court upheld the conclusion reached in the first instance which enjoined sale of
defendant’s product so indicated pursuant to Article 3 and awarded the payment of
damages pursuant to Article 4. On the basis of this judicial precedent, this paper attempts
to examine determinations of the nature of infringement on legally protected interests
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and the significance of “place of origin” in regard to acts creating misconception.
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