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Current Status and Issues of International Marriages and

Families: A study from cases in Okinawa

Kosaka Kohagura

Abstract

This study describes the current status and discusses issues of international marriages and families. The
findings of issues for international married couples and families are the following:

A lack in understanding of each other’s assertion due to the language barrier.

A lack of communication on the mental and emotional level.

Discrepancy between each other due to culture and customs difference.

The lack of economical independence for the woman.

Lack of informal assistance.

A ol 09 B s

Furthermore, through the social work practice in different cultures and different languages there are:
1. Difficulty in communication.
2. Difficulty in understanding the client’s main complaint.
3. Lack of social resources.

Keywords: international marriage, divorce, family, foreigner, Okinawa, social work.
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