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An Introductory Study of “Child Culture” :

Diverse Aspects of “Child Image” in Folklore

Yoshihito SUDO
Abstract
Many problems about children were exposed recently. Especially, problems of
“bullying” , “suicide” and “abuse” are very serious. Therefore this study reviews the

method how ancient people contacted children, and reconsiders it about the present
image of children. I am to examine many documentations of folklore, and to search how
we should hand down wisdom of our ancestors to the next generation.
Above all, judging from a viewpoint of the Local Education, I reaffirmed that it was
important that children participate in folk events. In this research, many traditional
events of Japan are compared to, and diverse aspects of “Child Image” are to have been
drawn by a folkloric approach. The method of such a stance may be surely a nostalgic
viewpoint of pursuing “the image of ideal child in past” . But there is no method to
reconsider about essence of “Child Culture” , except grasping diverse aspects of
“Child Image” in the past.

I consider this article as a case study for proposing an ideal method of the Local
Education in the present. On the basis of it, I want to draw a definition of “Child
Culture” from a folkloric opinion.

Keywords: Child Culture, Child Image, Folklore, Group Education, Local Education, Baby
Belief, Different Culture





