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A study of sex difference in health risk perception

Akiko MATSUMOTO
Ryo ODA
Hiroshi IHOBE

Abstract

Risk management is an important issue in environmental politics. It is
needed to investigate how people recognize health risk for the risk management.
Sexual selection theory and evolutionary psychology predict that males may be
more willing than females to discount the future in the pursuit of short-term
gains. Wilson et al. (1996) and Oda (2003) asked university students in Canada
and Japan to make a choice in hypothetical dilemmas and indicated that males
tended to choose their financial success at the cost of their health. In the
hypothetical situation, the subject males were willing to be transferred from a
small town to a new branch in big city for an increase in salary though the city
was famous for its smog and severity of illness was high. In this paper, we
carried out the same test at Okinawa to know effects of residential environment
when human trade health for resource. Moreover, we put the reverse test of
previous studies at Aichi and discussed changes of response for trade-off
between resource and health.

Key words: risk recognition, sex difference, sexual selection theory, trade-off
between resource and health
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