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A Study of Neighborhood Associations in
Okinawa during Early-Showa Period (1925-1945)

Yoshihiko Miyagi

Abstract
This paper attempts to find the major characteristics of the neighborhood
associations in Okinawa. The paper examines the achievement document of official

commendation in 1944, as well as, the name of the best neighborhood association in all-

Japan, the best head of neighborhood association, town block association, the best head

of town block association. The results reveal that associations in a district are not the

same; each association made some adjustments with the government order according

to its geographical location, weather, land, people, and history. It was also found that

the activities and the way of conducting activities in each association reveal the

essence of the community. In order to predict future local community in Okinawa, for

instance, the idea of combining village with town, it is worthwhile to examine the

neighborhood associations during this period (1925-45).

Key words: neighborhood association, town block association, Nago-chou (Nago town)





