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An Analysis of ‘Fangie’ Use"d in Ryukuan Chi"nese
(Mandarin) Textbooks, "Riugiu-guanhuaji

Yukiko Watanabe

Abstract

‘Riugiu-guanhuaji' are old Mandarin Textbooks used during the period of the Ryukyu
Kingdom (1429-1879) which has 130 pages with more than 4000 topics and 1000 vocal sounds. It
is preserved at the library of Tenri University in Nara. This paper will analyze the ‘fangie” used in
"Riugiu-guanhuaji' compared with the sound symbols used in the Collection of Chinese Language
by Toso Miyahara. The study reveals that the sound symbols used in the Ryukuan Mandarin
textbooks have been greatly influenced by the "Wufang-yuanyin" written at the end of the Ming
period (1368-1644) or the beginning of the Shin period (1644-1912). This proves that Northern
Mandarin dialects are widely used in the textbooks.

Key words: Riugiu-guanhuaji, sound symbols, fangie, Wufang-yuanyin, Northen Mandarin dialects
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