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The Politics of Representation of the War dead:
An analysis of discourses and practices concerning the 'Cornerstone of Peace' in Okinawa

Tsuyoshi Kitamura
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Mabuni Hill, where the Japanese military set up its final headquarters during the Battle of Okinawa, has been a
symbolic memorial ever since the early postwar years. The entire region was designated as the Okinawa Peace
Memorial Park by Okinawa Prefecture. The significance of the top of the hill is different from that of the bottom. The
prefecture demarcated the top of the hill as reiiki, i.e., a sacred space like the Yasukuni Shrine dedicated to the spirits
of the war dead. On the other hand, the bottom of the hill was designated as a peace memorial. On the top of the hill,
there are a lot of monuments erected by other prefectures and the National War Dead Peace Mausoleum, which
contains the ashes of unknown soldiers and civilians. At the bottom of the hill, there are many facilities and spaces that
are appropriate for a peace memorial. During the 1960s, many of the monuments on the top of the hill were erected in
rapid succession. People termed this transformation of the landscape on the hilltop as " Yasukuni-ka" (Yasukuni-
ization) in later years.

The most famous place in the peace memorial at the bottom of the hill is the Cornerstone of Peace, which was
constructed by Okinawa Prefecture in 1995. The names of everyone who died during the war are inscribed on it-
irrespective of their nationality or whether they were soldiers or civilians. Recently, it has been said that the peace
memorial is on the verge of Yasukuni-ization. This circumstance is inseparably related to the earlier Yasukuni-ization
of the hilltop.

The purpose of this study is to describe how the war dead of the Battle of Okinawa have been represented in
Mabuni Hill. We explore our "imagined community” in the postwar time frame. The first question to be asked is why
the phenomenon of Yasukuni-ization of Mabuni emerged during the 1960s. The second point to be considered is the
Yasukuni-ization of the Cornerstone of Peace. Finally, we examine one peace-guide's actual narrative of the Battle of
Okinawa in the Cornerstone of Peace. Based on the above mentioned analyses, we can suggest an alternative
relationship between the war dead and us beyond the framework of the narrative of the nation-state of Japan.

Key words : Memorial, War Dead, Yasukuni-ization, Cornerstone of Peace, Mabuni Hill
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