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“Industrial wastes” to eastern sea of Okinawa island——
migration around Okinawa International Exposition’75
:0n Motobu Shigeru’s “HigashiyamazatoGoro no kimyona higaerishutcho”
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Summary

The Okinawa International Exposition '75 greatly changed the society and the economy of
Okinawa. Oshiro Tatsuhiro’s “Hanabanashiki utage no ato de” settles political and economic
issues surrounding the Expo ’75 by dividing the characters into “Yamato” and “Okinawa”.
On the other hand, Motobu Shigeru’s “HigashiyamazatoGoro no kimyo na higaeri shutcho”,
focusing on a “vagrant old man” moving around Okinawa, connects violence enveloping
Okinawa at that time to the historical and social context of FEast Asia during the cold war.
From the route of the “old man’s” wanderings, excessive security when the crown prince
Akihito visited Okinawa and environmentally developments such as CTS on the east coast
of the main island can be observed. Through rereading the citations of “koryohou : Act on
Treatment of Persons Who Contracted Disease or Died on Journey” in the text, this paper
examines the essence of a law with which “old people” can be conveniently managed depending
on the application of law. And the business card possessed by a silent “old man” is a reminder
that the “old man” and “Goro” were spat out as “industrial waste” from the post-war US-
occupied society. Finally, the goods and money between the “old man” and “Goro” circulate in

a different form from the flow of enormous capital related to the Expo '75.
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