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Building a Support System for Autistic First Graders: 

The Perspective of School Counselors who Build Bridges between Parents and 

Schools

Maiko Yoshikawa (Faculty of Humanities, Department of Welfare and Culture) 
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This case study summarized the process of exploring how schools can provide support to 

children with developmental disorders within the school setting. The study investigated the process 

from the point at which autistic first graders stopped coming to school shortly after enrollment. 

Counselor was assigned to the school that lacked special education support systems. The counselors 

(1) visited students’ homes to build a psychological bridge between the school and the parents and 

(2) built a support system by connecting the parents’ needs with the school’s ability to realistically 

support those needs. As a result, this child was able to resume schooling. This study discussed the 

factors underlying this change.

Key Words: developmental disorders, support system within the school setting, school counselor 
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